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There’s no place like St. Andrews. 
Say what you want about Bandon 

Dunes, Pebble Beach, Pinehurst, or any 
other storied golf mecca you can name, 
but St. Andrews is the one and only 
home of golf, and, for most purists, the 
premier golf destination on the planet. We 
recently returned to the Auld Grey Toon to 
reacquaint ourselves with the golf courses 
operated by the St. Andrews Links Trust. 
Topped by the Old Course, a total of seven 
municipal layouts fall under the auspices of 
this charitable organization. Six are right 
in the heart of the most atmospheric golf 
town you’ll ever visit. If your itinerary were 
to include just three of these courses, you’d 
have a fantastic trip, but you won’t regret 
playing any of the seven.  

When planning your visit to St. Andrews, 
make sure to build in plenty of time to 
experience the town. All you need to do 

is walk a bit and let yourself be part of it. 
The golf aura, the palpable sense of history, 
the variety of attractions, and the daily 
rhythms all combine to make St. Andrews 
an experience to revel in. Even the dining 
is good. 

A visit to St. Andrews can certainly cost 
a pretty penny, but it also doesn’t have to 
stress your bank account. St. Andrews can 
be done well at far less cost than other top-
tier UK and Irish destinations. On this visit 
we made the superbly located Macdonald 
Rusacks Hotel our home base. We’re also 
big fans of the Old Course Hotel, a much 
pricier proposition. As for the golf, we kept 
our costs down by skipping Kingsbarns 
and just sticking to the very reasonably 
priced Links Trust courses. The Old Course 
carries a hefty price tag, but at £184 in peak 
season, it is hardly extravagant. 

The clubhouse of  the much-improved Castle Course looks like a flying saucer 
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St. Andrews, the Home of Golf
Our Guide to the Links Trust Courses
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The best golf deals offered by the Links 
Trust are the 3- and 7-Day Tickets for 
unlimited golf on six courses (all but the 
Old Course). The tickets provide either 
three days of play within a seven-day 
interval or seven days of play within 14 
days. Players simply purchase the ticket 
at the clubhouses or from the starter the 
first day they intend to play. All remaining 
rounds are arranged with the starter on a 
walk-up basis. For a slightly higher price 
tag, the 3- or 7-day Advanced Booking 
Ticket is an option for two or more golfers. 
With this ticket you can book one tee time 
per day in advance. Beside the fantastic 
savings, the beauty of these tickets is they 
give you opportunities to enter the Old 
Course Ballot or to play other notable 
courses in the St. Andrews orbit. 

When making your pilgrimage to the 
Home of Golf, the closest major airport is Edinburgh Airport 
(EDI), a 90-minute drive from St. Andrews. Glasgow Airport 
(GLA) is just over two hours away. Keep in mind you can fly to 
a major UK, Irish, or European airport and catch a flight on a 
regional carrier to Edinburgh. Since we weren’t part of a group 
and didn’t want to drive on this trip, we took an Uber from 
Edinburgh Airport to St. Andrews for £80. 

Once we got to town, we walked almost everywhere. On a couple 
of occasions we used Golf City Taxis, which we found highly 
reliable. Other shared ride services proved to be too flaky to count 
on. The Links Trust operates a shuttle that circulates between its 
two in-town clubhouses and golf academy, though it only makes 
one circuit every hour. You can walk from one clubhouse to the 
other in a few minutes by cutting across the courses. The only time 
we truly needed a ride was when we played the Castle Course. 

The Old Course (Rating: A+) is St. Andrews’ most sought after 
round and toughest ticket (see page 3), but every golfer should 
play it at least once. The world’s ultimate historic links starts and 
ends right in town, so the pressure is on when you step up to the 
1st tee. Although it’s the widest fairway in golf, can you hit it as the 
passing parade pauses to watch your tee shot? 

The playing field itself, while it features constant movement, is 
not especially attractive. The first seven holes head straight out 
away from the clubhouse. In general, there are acres and acres of 
room to the left. Alas, several tee shots are blind, and sinister, ball-
sucking bunkers lurk in the center of the fairway. 

Since the turf is fast and firm, you can expect tremendous run-out 
on the ball. Long hitters and those who can hit a low stinger might 

leave their driver in the bag all day. The x-factor at all St. Andrews 
courses is the wind. If it isn’t too blustery, the Old Course shouldn’t 
beat you up as long as you can avoid the bunkers.  

The Old Course famously boasts the largest greens in the world. 
Seven are double greens, but even if you divide the square footage 
by two, they are still enormous. On the green shared by the 7th 
and 11th holes you may face a 100-yard putt.

The revetted, vertical-walled bunkers drive most players crazy. 
Your best chance to get out of a bunker is on your first attempt. If 
you fail to extricate yourself, your predicament is only going to get 
worse, as balls fall straight down when they hit the wall.  

Most of the best holes on the Old Course are on the back nine. 
On the brilliant 14th, one of the world’s premier par 5s, you must 
avoid both the Hell Bunker and the Grave Bunker to survive the 
hole. Many a player has played backward here and still hoisted 
the Claret Jug. The most notorious hole is 17, the Road Hole. If 
it seems like the world’s hardest par 4, take solace that until the 
1950s it was a par 5.

We played without caddies this time but, in hindsight, they really 
are essential. Not only will they give you the proper lines on a well-
nigh inscrutable playing field that is inundated with blind shots, 
they will read the greens, tend to bunkers, hold the umbrella over 
you in the rain, keep you on pace, and enliven the round with 
their banter. 

Editor’s Note: Another reason why you might want to take a 
caddie is that before noon, trolleys (both manual and battery-
powered) aren’t allowed on the Old Course; you must carry your 
bag or take a caddie. Thankfully, the other courses allow trolleys 
at all times. 

Also, it’s not a good idea for the Old Course to be your first round 
in St. Andrews. For starters, you’ll want to acclimate yourself to 

The Old Course begins and ends in the heart of  town

ST. ANDREWS LINKS

(continued on page 4)



January 2019 3

We get many a question about 
how to get on the Old Course 

and we wanted to summarize your 
options for 2019. Applications for the 
2019 lottery for “private advance tee 
times” for the Old Course were due 
on October 15th, and all advance 
bookings for the high and shoulder 
seasons have been filled. The only 
remaining advance reservations 
available through the Links Trust are 
in January, February and December 
of 2019. Bear in mind that you 
must play all fairway shots off mats 
from January through March and 
November through December. The 
good news is that there are a number 
of other ways to get in a round on the 
Old Course.

You may still be able to reserve a peak-
season tee time on the Old Course. 
The Links Trust has relationships 
with 90 “authorized providers” that 
offer stay-and-play golf packages with 
rounds on the Old Course. These typically cost significantly 
more than rounds reserved directly via the Links Trust lottery. 
If you know the date(s) when want to play and the number of 
people in your group, you should call the Links Trust and ask 
for the “Commercial Tee Time Department.” They’ll send you 
a list of the providers with availability on your dates. After that, 
all arrangements are between you and the provider.  

For those of you who want to take your chances on securing 
a tee time once you’ve arrived in St. Andrews, the Links Trust 
typically holds a lottery 48 hours in advance every day of the 
week except Fridays (there’s no play on the Old Course on 
Sundays) for tee times for groups of two, three, or four players. 
Each day, no fewer than 15 tee times are reserved for winners 
in the Old Course Ballot. We were successful as a two-ball 
on our first try last April, but be advised there will be more 
entries than available slots. During a conversation with the 
Old Course Hotel, we were told that 31 percent of the Ballot 
entrants were successful in May, 35 percent in June, and only 13 
percent in July. In November the percentage rose to 50, while 
in December it was close to 100 percent. You can increase your 
odds by entering the ballot for a Saturday or Thursday round, 
since there are no advance tee time bookings all day Saturday 
and on Thursday afternoons. 

Editor’s Note: If you have a reservation at the Old Course Hotel, 
you may be able to enter the Ballot as a single. When requested, 

the hotel files Old Course Ballot entries for its guests. If the 
hotel has another group of 1, 2, or 3 guests that want to play on 
the same day as you, the Golf Concierge will add your name to 
the Ballot entry. 

The other option for singles is to get in line at the Old Pavilion 
for a same-day opening. This is a hit-or-miss proposition. If 
you arrive early enough, you’ll be given a spot on the tee sheet. 
Last year, however, the course was in especially high demand, 
and many golfers started queuing up overnight for the chance 
to play the Old Course. The good news is if you are selected, 
you’ll know your tee time, so you may be able to return to your 
hotel and grab a nap before you play.

Finally, St. Andrews.com lists “Busy Dates” when the Old 
Course is unavailable. If your goal is to play the Old Course in 
peak season and you don’t have an advance reservation, don’t 
plan your St. Andrews trip for September or even August. This 
year the Old Course is open for visitor play only one week in 
September. August is nearly as busy, as the rights to the course 
are largely given over to various local clubs. You should check 
the St. Andrews website, standrews.com for official policy 
procedures, updates, and all sorts of helpful information.

standrews.com; 011-44-1334-466718

How To Get on the Old Course in 2019

The Old Course Hotel stands tall in the background beyond the Swilcan Bridge
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the playing conditions, the turf, and the 
links game on one of the other courses 
before taking on the Old Course. Second, 
if you schedule it first, you might not have 
your clubs. Our clubs and bags somehow 
got lost when we flew from Manchester 
to Glasgow. This happens all too often on 
European budget carriers. Thankfully, our 
warmup round was on the Eden Course. It 
would have been a shame to play the Old 
Course using rental clubs and dressed in 
the clothes and sneakers we had worn on 
our trans-Atlantic flight. 

Unfortunately, our enjoyment of the Old 
Course was colored by the fact that it is 
something of a golf factory. On-course 
staff members process and march players 
through the round as fast as possible. 
Starters expect everyone to play quickly. 
You must be prepared to hit your next shot before you get to your 
ball. Be advised that if you go out without a caddie, you’ll be a 
marked group. We were paired up with two older Irish gentlemen 
who played quite deliberately and marched distances off all day 
long. Although we remained within hailing distance of the group 
ahead of us, we finished a few minutes behind the expected 3:57 
pace. That was unacceptable to the course officials. Marshals told 
us to speed up on five separate occasions, including when we were 
in the 18th fairway. On another occasion a marshal refused to let 
one of the Irish guys use the restroom before he hit his shot on 
the 10th hole. 

Though the Old, New, and Jubilee courses share the very nice 
Links Clubhouse, we headed right into town after our round. In 
truth, the town feels like the clubhouse for the Old Course. It’s 
customary to make a beeline for a pint or two at the pub at the 
Dunvegan Hotel or the Old Course Hotel’s Jigger Inn. 

One spot we highly recommend is the rooftop deck of the Old 
Course Hotel. This is the glorious vantage point that hangs out 
over the Road Hole. It’s smoker-friendly, so you can light up a 
cigar here as you enjoy your pints. We had a blast giving “safe” 
signs to the anxious players looking up at us from the tee.

New Course (Rating: A-)    Many players think the New 
Course is as good as the Old Course. Old Tom Morris designed 
it back in 1895, and little has changed since then. The layout 
sits adjacent to the Old Course. It features the same rippled and 
crinkly turf, and it has one double green. The New Course is 
arguably a little harder, as it plays longer and features narrower 
fairways. Formidable sand dunes and fearsome tall grass and 
gorse frame this well-bunkered links. Nonetheless, it is less severe, 
capricious and exasperating than the Old Course and fairer and 
more straightforward overall. 

We really like the New Course and would enjoy playing it on a 
regular basis if we ever became local residents. Best of all, it is a 
low-key experience. You can play your game without the crowds, 
the obligatory photo ops, and the overbearing marshals that you 
encounter on the Old Course. 

Jubilee Course (Rating: B+) While most players gravitate 
to the Old Course and the New Course, the Jubilee is something of 
a hidden gem. All too often visitors leave it out of their St. Andrews 
rotation, but locals love it. The course, which debuted as a 12-
hole layout in 1897, opened the day Queen Victoria celebrated 
her Diamond Jubilee. Formerly also known as the Ladies Course, 
this oft-modified playing field was first extended to 18 holes in 
1905. It only gained popularity after Donald Steel redesigned it to 
championship standards and elevated the tee boxes to accentuate 
the views in 1988. 

The Jubilee Course is the most scenic of the six St. Andrews Links 
in town. It rambles beside the Old Course, but it is closer to the 
North Sea. The holes near an estuary and the West Sands beach 
(featured in Chariots of Fire) are especially captivating. Even when 
you can’t see the water, you often hear waves breaking beyond the 
sandhills.

The Jubilee Course may be St. Andrews’ toughest test. Because of 
its location near the sea, the winds are stronger. The layout can 
get really narrow in spots and sinister bunkers come into play 
in strategic places. Be forewarned that the par-3 9th is a double-
bogey waiting to happen. 

Eden Course (Rating: B)  A Harry Colt design with 
revisions by Donald Steel, the Eden Course abounds with classic 
St. Andrews elements such as revetted bunkers, run-up shots, 
and undulating greens. A par-70 that maxes out at 6,250 yards, 
the Eden Course has a superb front nine. Some tests ramble by 
the back nine of the Old Course and yield rousing views across 

(continued from page 2)

The New Course is less severe and more straightforward than the Old Course
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the links. We love the greens and the 
bunkering. Typical of Colt-designed 
courses, the par 3s are great. 

Unfortunately, the routing runs out of 
steam on the back nine, as the playing field 
takes on parkland characteristics. Back in 
the late 1980s, the Eden lost a handful of 
its original holes to make way for the St. 
Andrews practice facility. Donald Steel 
added new holes on less interesting land. 
The tests centered on a pond seem quite 
out of character.  

Despite these flaws, the Eden Course, 
which comes back to the clubhouse after 
the front nine, is enjoyable and well worth 
playing. The wild, undulating greens are 
a riot to putt. It was the perfect warm-up 
round after our overnight flight. The clubhouse, which the Eden 
shares with the Strathtyrum and Balgove courses, is right by the 
opening hole. It’s a pleasant spot to linger after your game. 

Balgove Course (Rating: C-) Although the turf quality 
is comparable to the other St. Andrews Links courses, the 
Balgove, which is located on the other side of the Old Course 
Hotel, is very basic. With holes ranging from 100 to 280 yards, 
this nine-hole par-30 course (six par 3s and three par 4s) was 
built in 1993 for children and families first and foremost. We 
felt a genuine connection to the town as we played amongst 
all manner of players. The Balgove is fine for a knockabout to 
get some kinks out or settle a bet. We played it as a three-club 
challenge. 

Strathtyrum Course (Rating: B-) This Donald Steel creation 
from 1993 has become a real favorite among players who 
don’t judge a course by its length. Topping out at just 5,620, 
this par-69 was originally intended for older players, juniors, 
and women. Steel shoehorned the routing, which features two 
returning nines, into a rather small flat and 
featureless site. Though many of the holes 
proceed back and forth, the course boasts 
quality holes. Thanks to the prevailing wind, 
the Strathtyrum plays longer that its scorecard 
distances. There are only 15 bunkers on 
the entire course, but they are strategically 
placed. The greens, which are defended by 
mounds, are also much smaller than players 
are accustomed to seeing at St. Andrews, 
though they feature interesting contours. 

Castle Course (Rating: B+)  D a v i d 
McLay Kidd’s creation proved to be the 
surprise of our visit. We returned with 
trepidation, given that when we first played it 
soon after its 2008 debut, we found its severely 
sloping terrain, incessant fairway mounding, 

and gargantuan, wildly undulating greens outlandish and 
exasperating. Tom Doak famously rated it a “zero” on a scale of 
1-10 in the updated version of his Confidential Guide.  

We’re happy to report that the Castle Course, which overlooks 
St. Andrews Bay some two miles east of town, is much more 
fun to play nowadays. It’s been toned down considerably over 
the years. To be sure, it is still tricked up (the canted 18th 
hole remains horrible), as wild humps and bumps and blind 
shots still abound, and the greens still feature roller-coaster 
undulations, but the goofiest mounding and most excessive 
hillocks and valleys on the greens have been removed. At its 
best, the shaping of the playing field bears some resemblance 
to Castle Stuart.  

The course is now very manageable. Kidd’s layout isn’t 
particularly hard if you have some length and know where not 
to hit the ball—one side is usually very bad. We recommend 
caddies, but the course book is a big help. Best of all, the Castle 
Course features sublime views of the sea and town that you 
simply don’t get from the links in town. 

Winds coming off  the North Sea blow a little harder on the tough Jubilee Course
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The greens on the Eden Course are a riot to putt 
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Since the locals tend to stick to the courses 
in town, the Castle Course is always a 
good “second round” option. Another 
nice thing about this course is it provides 
good value, as its green fee is a bargain 
compared to other Scottish modern 
links like Kingsbarns and Castle Stuart. 
The clubhouse is also cool. It’s a low-
profile building that looks like a space 
ship hidden in the dunes. We thoroughly 
enjoyed the good food and hanging out in 
the clubhouse. 

Editor’s Note: We would be remiss if we 
did not credit the marshals on all courses 
but the Old for going out of their way to 
be helpful.

On this visit, we made Macdonald Rusacks Hotel (Rating: B+) 
our home base. We’ve stayed here many times over the years—it’s 
our favorite location of any hotel in St. Andrews. While service 
isn’t exceptional, the hotel makes up for any shortcomings with 
traditional charm and Old World elegance. The guestrooms are 
generally small, although a couple of suites boast priceless views 
of the 18th hole of the Old Course. 

The Old Course Hotel (Rating: A+) is fresh off a renovation 
to all of it rooms and a major expansion and makeover of the 
Kohler Waters Spa. This Kohler-owned property sets the standard 
for luxury and service in St. Andrews, though the ambiance is 
comfortable and casual. The hotel’s Golf Concierge is extremely 
helpful and will enter you in the Old Course Ballot if you like. 

We also recommend the Hotel du Vin (Rating: A), which sits 
behind the R&A building, about a 4-iron from the 18th green 
of the Old Course. The hotel, a sister property to the Malmaison 
in Aberdeen, boasts fine bistro dining and rousing views of St. 
Andrews Bay. 

Rates at the luxurious Fairmont St. Andrews (Rating: A-) are 
often a great deal and much less expensive than hotels in the 
heart of St. Andrews. The only downside is the location—about a 
10-minute shuttle or cab ride from town.

St. Andrews is not only a golf town, it’s a university town, so you 
shouldn’t be surprised that the dining scene is rich, diverse, and 
full of options at any and every price point. Topping the list is the 
Peat Inn, long esteemed as one of the best restaurants in all of 
Scotland. It’s not a place you can walk to, however. 

In town, you’ll dine very well at the Road Hole Restaurant at 
the Old Course Hotel and the Hotel du Vin Bistro. On this visit, 

we returned to Little Italy for another excellent meal. Be advised 
it’s a small and perpetually crowded place. Another restaurant 
we like is Forgan’s, which seems to have been purpose-built for 
golf groups, as it features a number of separate rooms that seat 
8-12 persons. Tulsi is a good choice for Thai and Indian food. 
The Dunvegan still has the best cheeseburgers in St. Andrews. 
Finally, the microbrewery craze has come to the Home of Golf. 
We enjoyed the craft beers at St. Andrews Brewing Co.

St. Andrews has a great aura. It offers so much—a historic 
university, ruins, the gravesites of Old and Young Tom Morris, 
the beach from Chariots of Fire, shops featuring golf antiques and 
memorabilia, museums, and more. Almost every place you’d want 
to go is walkable. And the town is very friendly and casual, too. 
You see people carrying their clubs up and down the street, and 
when they go into a shop or pub they’ll park their bags outside. 

If you happen to be in St. Andrews on a Sunday, it’s a treat to see 
the whole community use the Old Course as a public park on the 
day when there is no play. Finally, if you just can’t get enough golf, 
a visit to the the Himalayas, also known as the “Ladies Putting 
Course,” is a riot of inexpensive fun. Still the model for putting 
courses the world over, this Tom Morris creation has been open 
since 1867 with its mountain-like green contours. Besides the 
regular 18-hole set-up, there’s also a nine-hole beginner’s course. 

St. Andrews Links Trust, standrews.com

Macdonald’s Rusacks Hotel, macdonaldhotels.co.uk

The Old Course Hotel, oldcoursehotel.co.uk

Hotel du Vin, hotelduvin.com/location/st-andrews

Fairmont St. Andrews, fairmont.com/standrews

The Castle Course is the most affordable of  Scotland’s modern links 

ST. ANDREWS LINKS



January 2019 7

With all the recent attention paid 
to Baha Mar, the new megaresort 
that is the most expensive project 
in Bahamian history (see GOLF 
ODYSSEY, April 2018), we’ll excuse 
you if Atlantis slipped your mind 
when contemplating where to go 
in the Bahamas. But only briefly. 
Located on Paradise Island, just eight 
miles from its new rival, this iconic, 
25-year-old property is still going 
strong. It, too, has spent lavishly to 
upgrade its accommodations and 
amenities in an effort to steal some of 
Baha Mar’s thunder. In fact, Atlantis 
is betting that as more and more 
people consider the Bahamas for an 
island getaway, they’ll ultimately opt 
for the more diversified attractions 
of the established Paradise Island 
retreat that is a world unto itself. 

Guests of Atlantis enjoy access to 
the private Ocean Club golf course, 
a Tom Weiskopf design from 2000. 
Weiskopf ’s work replaced the original Dick Wilson layout that 
opened in 1954. Unlike Baha Mar’s Royal Blue layout, which 
features only a few fleeting and quite distant views of the sea, 
the Ocean Club communes with the sea from virtually every 
hole.  

Golf, however, is most often a mere add-on to the overall guest 
experience at Atlantis. If ever a resort were aptly named, it is 
Atlantis. In legend, Atlantis is a great, lost civilization of the 
sea. On Paradise Island, Atlantis is an incredibly elaborate re-
creation of that lost world. Of the 200 acres comprising the 
resort, over 140 acres are devoted to water spaces. Lagoons, 
pool, inlets, beaches, rushing artificial rivers, aquariums, and 
water slides set the plan for a resort that features six hotels and 
roughly 3,500 rooms.

While Atlantis is undoubtedly the premier waterpark and 
largest aquatic getaway retreat in the world, it may also be the 
ultimate family resort. The vast property teems with families 
and offers non-stop activities that leaves kids walking wide-
eyed. But kids aren’t alone in thrilling to Atlantis. Everyone 
from couples, girlfriends, buddy groups, and high rollers can 
find something that appeals to them. Each of the resort hotels 
has a different tenor, and guests can enjoy quieter, more private, 
and romantic escapes as well. While the themed resort plays 

predominantly to fantastical imagery, Atlantis has of late made 
a concerted effort to offer more authentic connections to 
Bahamian culture. Most notable among these is an immersive 
program to familiarize guests with the team-building street 
parades of music, dancing, and festive costumes that make up 
the annual Junkanoo festival.     

The best news for Atlantis is frigid cold and snow in the 
Continental U.S. Peak season is January through April. We 
visited last winter when conditions were ideal. Paradise Island 
enjoys temperatures and humidity comparable to South Florida, 
but the winds and the ocean itself exert a moderating effect 
that usually makes for more comfortable conditions during 
the warmer months. Typical of tropical locales, cloudbursts or 
thunderstorms occur commonly in the afternoon. And don’t 
forget June through November is hurricane season. Note also 
that the Ocean Club performs four aerifications on its golf 
course between May and September; the specific dates are 
posted on the club’s website. Finally, since no severe storms 
hit Paradise Island this past hurricane season, the golf course 
enters the season in superb shape. 

Getting to Atlantis is a snap. The resort is 30 minutes from 
Nassau’s Lynden Pindling International Airport (NAS). From 
much of the U.S. you can catch an early morning flight and hit 
the resort’s waterslides and beaches by lunchtime. 

Atlantis
The Sea Bubbles Over at this Iconic Bahamian Retreat

Atlantis guests enjoy access to Tom Weiskopf’s stunning Ocean Club layout

ATLANTIS
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The Troon-managed Ocean Club (Rating: B+) is private, so 
unless you are invited by a member, you must be a guest of either 
Atlantis or the Four Seasons Resort to play it. Tom Weiskopf 
performed a radical remake in 2000 of the original Dick Wilson 
design that debuted in 1954. Weiskopf lengthened the course, 
stiffened the challenge for professional golfers, and altered every 
hole. To utilize the ocean to maximum effect, he removed stands 
of trees and thick vegetation and took the routing closer to the 
ocean. Now the Ocean Club is an idyllic resort playing field. Wide 
open panoramas showcase the ocean from almost every hole on 
this wind-exposed layout. No fewer than seven tests play at least 
partially by the sea.   

The course has amassed an impressive tournament history. From 
2000 to 2010 it hosted Michael Jordan’s Celebrity Invitational 
Tournament. Golf Channel’s Big Break Atlantis featured an all-
woman competition in 2011, and in 2012 Michael Douglas 
brought his nationally televised Michael Douglas & Friends 
Celebrity Golf Tournament here. The Ocean Club just concluded a 
six-year run as host of the Pure Silk-Bahamas LPGA Classic last 
year. Brittany Lincicome hoisted the trophy in 2017 and 2018. In 
2017 she bested Lexi Thompson in a playoff after both blistered 
the course at -26 over 72 holes. 

Both nines of the Ocean Club start inland before working down 
to the ocean and finishing back by the clubhouse. The front nine 
forms a big counterclockwise loop, while the back nine circles 
clockwise. Although water comes into play on over half the holes, 
most often it is in the form of lakes and lagoons. The player-
friendly nature of the course is readily evident. Whenever a 
hazard or a bunker comes into play, Weiskopf gives players plenty 

of leeway to get around the trouble. The 
GPS in the cart can also provide assistance. 
On the seaside holes, where the wind figures 
more prominently, the fairways are extra 
wide. Balls generally sit up nicely in the 
Paspalum grass utilized on the tee boxes, 
fairways, and rough. The TifEagle greens 
present inviting targets, although pins can 
be tucked. On the signature 4th and the 7th 
(dubbed Peninsula), 9th, and 12th holes, 
water looms ominously on the approach 
shot. The superintendent likes to keep green 
speeds at 10 on the Stimpmeter. Any more 
would be unfair due to the wind. 

Five sets of tees markers, which stretch the 
routing from 4,995 to 7,159 yards, provide 
everyone with an appropriate distance to 
play from. Wind is almost always a factor, 
but as long as it isn’t too fierce, the Ocean 
Club is a manageable test. In winter, the 
prevailing breezes out of the northeast 
generally blow at 10 to 20 miles per hour. 

The wind tends to die down in spring and fall, though in summer 
you can usually count on a steady 15-mile-per-hour breeze. 

The Ocean Club, which has a peak season green fee of $295, 
boasts a well-stocked golf shop and a restaurant that overlooks 
the golf course. The dining room is casually elegant with food that 
rises above standard clubhouse fare. Try the house favorite local 
boiled fish.

The first thing we noticed about Atlantis (Rating: A) was the 
scale of the property and the sheer numbers of guests and staff 
members, not to mention the endless array of pools, beaches, 
dining outlets, and more. 

Atlantis is now an Autograph Collection Resort, so if you are a 
member of Marriott Rewards you can earn and use points. Each 
of the resort hotels has its own personality and price point. The 
Royal, with its two towers connected by a bridgeway, is the iconic 
centerpiece hotel of the resort. Thanks to a recent facelift, The 
Coral hotel is now more sophisticated as well as more family-
oriented. A popular gathering spot in the redone lobby is Sun & 
Ice, a Bahamian ice cream parlor, pastry shop, and coffee bar. 

The Cove is the resort’s most exclusive, luxurious, and expensive 
hotel. This all-suite tower hotel offers some respite from the 
resort crowds. The most elaborate of the six categories of suites 
are positively sumptuous. At the pool you’ll find a DJ, poolside 
gaming, and private cabanas with butler service that rent for $750 
per day. 

Wind is always a factor, especially on the seaside holes

ATLANTIS
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If you want a more home-like stay, consider The 
Reef. Units range from studios to one- and two- 
bedroom suites. Each features a living space, full 
kitchen, and private balcony. Somewhat farther 
afield, the Harbourside Resort features one-, two-, 
and three-bedroom villas that are ideal for families 
and groups. The largest of these pastel-colored 
luxury residences sleeps up to nine. 

We should mention a couple of caveats. Atlantis 
is a busy, crowded place. A constant din echoes 
through the great hall of the Royal. Though you 
may see long lines, they move fast. Second, because 
of the scale of the resort, be prepared to do a lot 
of walking. How much depends on where you are 
staying, what you want to do, or where you want to 
eat. Thankfully, resort shuttles circulate regularly.  

Finally, though you save with deals on Atlantis 
stays, the resort is expensive and your bill can 
add up quickly. Because the Bahamas basically imports 
everything, prices range from high to exorbitant. The resort fee 
is $54 per room per night. It includes access to the Adventure 
Water Park, use of the fitness center, unlimited local phone 
calls, complimentary movies in the Atlantis Theatre, shuttle 
transportation throughout the resort. Wi-Fi access, and 
housekeeping gratuities.

Atlantis may be the culinary resort of the Atlantic/Caribbean. 
It boasts a total of 40 restaurants, bars, and lounges. Renowned 
chefs Jose Andres, Nobu Matsuhisa, Todd English, Angelo 
Elia, and Julie Lightbourn all have restaurants here. Andres’ 
Fish, a Bahamian-inspired seafood restaurant, has become the 
hottest fine-dining venue. We enjoyed the Old World elegance 
and formality of Café Martinique, Tuscan treats such as beef 
carpaccio and veal chop parmigiana at Elia’s Casa D’Angelo, 
and a lunchtime lobster quesadilla washed down with rum 
punch at Lightbourn’s Sip Sip. Atlantis offers a meal plan 
option, but at $135 for the Gourmet Plan of breakfast and 
dinner, it is still pricey. 

Keep in mind the resort restaurants are extremely busy. Atlantis 
encourages guests to make dinner reservations in advance of 
their visit. We didn’t do that and found ourselves shut out of 
some restaurants and relegated to very late seatings at others. 
Be warned that if you make a dining reservation, the resort 
policy is to impose a $50 charge if you cancel late or don’t show 
up. 

You can eat less expensively while sampling authentic Bahamian 
fare if you head to the more casual eateries of Atlantis’s Marina 
Village. You’ll pass some of the world’s most impressive yachts 
in the slips. Our favorite place is a branch of McKenzie’s Fresh 

Conch. McKenzie’s is famed throughout the islands for its 
conch salad. Neighboring Pirate Republic is reputedly the only 
craft brewery in the Bahamas.

Atlantis is a water-loving adrenaline junkie’s paradise. There are 
several distinct beach areas and seemingly innumerable pools. 
One of the two lazy rivers here passes through the equivalent of 
class-five rapids. If you are into water slides, it doesn’t get more 
exhilarating than Atlantis. The Power Tower boasts four slides, 
but it pales before the Mayan Temple. This focal point of the 
waterpark boasts five slides. The most harrowing is the “Leap 
of Faith”—a nearly six-story vertical drop into a tunnel-like 
chamber that is surrounded by a shark-infested lagoon.

One of the neatest experiences at Atlantis is to snorkel in the 
Ruins Lagoon with 20,000 fish. Most guests are thrilled enough 
just by walking through the dark passageways of “The Dig,” a 
massive aquarium that embodies Atlantis’ “Lost Civilization” 
theme.

Atlantis is also a leader in marine conservation. Sixteen dolphins 
here were rescued from New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina. 
All told, the resort is home to 50,000 aquatic creatures from 250 
different species. 

Of course, land lovers need not despair. Atlantis features a 
pampering, Balinese-themed spa; a tennis facility; a huge 
casino; a nightclub; a comedy club; nightly movies; a shopping 
pavilion; an extensive kid’s club; and much more. You should 
consult the daily resort calendar for the specific activities 
offered each day.  

Atlantis Resort  
atlantis.com; 800-285-2684 and 242-363-6682 (golf)

The iconic Atlantis resort is a paradise for water lovers 
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Mountain Shadows and The Short Course
A Unique New Retreat in Paradise Valley

Some places are inherently cool. A 
prime example in the Phoenix/

Scottsdale realm is the remake of the 
Mountain Shadows resort and golf 
course in well-heeled Paradise Valley. 
Backdropped by Camelback Mountain, 
this sister property of the nearby 
Sanctuary Resort is a chic oasis inspired 
by Mid-Century Modernism. The on-site 
Short Course, an 18-hole par-3 layout 
by Forrest Richardson, offers a fun, 
quick, highly scenic game that points to 
golf ’s future even as it harks back to the 
resort’s past. Mountain Shadows is ideal 
for a romantic weekend rendezvous, a 
girlfriends’ getaway, or a unique wind-
down or afternoon round on a Scottsdale 
golf fest.

During the heyday of the original 
Mountain Shadows Resort in the 1960s 
and 1970s, stars like Bob Hope, Lucile 
Ball, and Sammy Davis, Jr. were regular guests. A par-56 executive 
golf course designed by Arthur Jack Snyder debuted in 1961 and 
quickly achieved a cult-like following. For years, Golf Digest rated 
it among the finest such courses in the world. 

Positioned between two affluent neighborhoods, the stylish resort 
remained highly rated into the 1970s, but it began to fade and 
was eclipsed by newer and more dynamic properties. Mountain 
Shadows was finally shuttered in 2004 and razed in 2014, though 
the golf course, which operated as a separate entity after the hotel 
closed, remained open. When plans materialized to develop 
the new Mountain Shadows Resort along with adjacent luxury 
residences, the revival of the golf course was a key component of 
the plan. 

Building the new resort and golf course took almost two years. The 
redesigned layout is the work of Forrest Richardson, a longtime-
protégé of Arthur Jack Snyder. Now called The Short Course 
(Rating: B), the revised routing mostly follows the footprint of 
the original layout, though the two par 4s have been replaced 
by par 3s. The Short Course embodies environmentally friendly 
golf course design, as Richardson drastically reduced the arable 
turf of the course from 33 acres to a paltry 13.5 acres. A restored 
desertscape surrounds the tee boxes and green complexes.

The sporty par-54 Short Course, which maxes out at 2,210 yards 
from the longest of its three sets of tee markers, became an instant 
hit when it opened in 2017. It is yet another example of the new 
wave of fun, highly playable par-3 or short courses that don’t take 

the whole day to play. The expected pace of play is three hours 
or less. When it’s quiet, it’s common to finish in two hours. That 
means you can still go to a spring training game, hang out in Old 
Town Scottsdale, hike Camelback Mountain, or even play a full-
length course in addition to The Short Course. Note that you don’t 
even need clubs: registered guests can use one of the club’s rental 
sets free of charge. 

The first four holes head straight toward Camelback Mountain. 
Richardson’s routing forms a big circle that starts and finishes at 
the hotel, albeit with a six-hole stretch (holes 7-12) that delves 
into the center of the property. The designer strove to give varied 
looks to the holes by creating diverse green complexes. You’ll play 
an island green, a Redan-style green, a Biarritz, a Punchbowl, and 
a Plateau green with no containment at the edges. Consecutive 
holes on the back nine share a double green, as players actually 
walk away from the putting surface to a tee box before hitting 
back. Since there aren’t a lot of bunkers and the generally large 
greens present welcoming targets, the course is playable for all 
skill levels. The superintendent can also set it up to challenge 
scratch golfers, as it is regularly in a local area skins game that 
attracts many top local players.  

Though carts are available, The Short Course is best enjoyed when 
walking. The terrain is quite flat and the tees and greens are close 
to each other. The lone longish walk is between the 17th green and 
18th tee. Here Richardson creating 17A, a par-two hole. “Forrest 
Wager,” is a bonus 100-foot putting or chipping hole that breaks 
up the walk. It’s perfect for a side bet.

The Short Course is a fun but challenging 18-hole par-3 layout designed by Forrest Richardson

MOUNTAIN SHADOWS RESORT
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The Short Course is meticulously 
maintained and nicely landscaped. 
Water coolers appear every few holes 
and a beverage cart circulates in a 
timely fashion. The golf shop and 
lounge, which is at the far end of the 
hotel, has a pool table. Rusty’s, the 
19th hole, features a bar with a misting 
machine and patio seating facing the 
mountain. Menu selections range 
from wraps, to sandwiches and salads.

A New Classic Resort
Mountain Shadows (Rating; A) is a 
bold attempt to write a new chapter 
in resort excellence in Paradise Valley. 
The boutique resort sports a sleek 
modern exterior. The “U” shaped 
building showcases a courtyard 
that looks out onto Camelback Mountain and one of the 
hottest new resort pools in the Scottsdale/Phoenix market. 
All the public spaces inside are bright, as glass walls blur the 
distinction between interiors and exteriors. Stunning views of 
the mountain abound. While the registration area is extremely 
sparse, beyond the lobby you will find vintage photos harking 
back to Mountain Shadows glory days as well as museum-
quality works by contemporary Arizona artists in the resort’s 
gallery.

The guestrooms continue the modern theme with geometric 
lighting, glass doors that open up to a patio or balcony and, 
most notably, an open-concept bathroom. The glass enclosed 
shower looks to be standing in the middle of the room. It gives 
the room a striking look, but no doubt some people would just 
as soon have the shower be less front and center.

Several posh, one-, two-, and three-bedroom apartments are 
also available for guest stays. Located beside the hotel, these 
smartly appointed units are all privately owned.

In addition to its trendy pool with cabana and drink service, 
Mountain Shadows has an impressive fitness center and juice 
bar, a bar, and a restaurant that serves breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. Guests seeking spa treatments can go to the superb 
Sanctuary Resort Spa. The therapists are excellent. Sliding 
doors in the treatment rooms open up to the outdoors without 
compromising privacy. 

Mountain Shadows’ main restaurant, Hearth 61, specializes in 
seasonal American cooking. It features an open kitchen and a 
few patio tables outside by the pool. 

For more memorable dining, Elements, at the Sanctuary, is one 
of Scottsdale’s top-rated restaurants. The menu specializes in 
New American Cuisine with an Asian twist. You can charge 

any purchases you make at The Sanctuary to your room at 
Mountain Shadows. 

Editor’s note: Just across the road from Mountain Shadows, El 
Chorro is a landmark Arizona restaurant. The steaks are great 
and the beef stroganoff has been a hit since the 1930s.

Mountain Shadows imposes a $34 daily resort fee per room. 
The charge covers valet parking, rental club use at The Short 
Course, access to special resort events, classes in the fitness club, 
WI-Fi access, and transportation to and from the Sanctuary 
Resort, Camelback Golf Club, and El Chorro restaurant.

While the golf at Mountain Shadows might not be extensive 
enough for those looking for a golf-oriented getaway, it’s an 
ideal base for a stylish luxury getaway where golf might only 
be part of your day. We thoroughly enjoyed our stay as this 
impressive new retreat in Scottsdale/Phoenix.

Mountain Shadows 
mountainshadows.com; 855-318-8942 
183 rooms and luxury suites from $196 to $3,000.

The Short Course 
shortcoursepv.com; 877-725-6029 
Green fee:  $29 to $75. Carts cost $5 per player.   
Overseeding: late September for about 20 days.  
Aerifcation:  quarterly with noninvasive micro-plugs.

 

Pool goers at Mountain Shadows Resort get a great view of  Camelback Mountain

MOUNTAIN SHADOWS RESORT

A Guide to our rAtinGs  

As a rule of  thumb, establishments in the “A” range  
are among the world’s finest and are not to be missed. 
Those in the “B” range still offer merit, but fall  
short of  “must-go” status. Lower ratings may not 
meet the standards of  our discerning readers.
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A long list of 100 courses or destinations with little logic to the rankings is of little help when planning trips, so we came up with 
a different approach for our Best Golf Destinations of 2019. Since every golf traveler has different needs and tastes, we categorized 
the most intriguing destinations by their unique strengths to enable you to make the perfect choice for your next getaway. In honor 
of golf traditions, we present the following—our 2019 Platinum Places. Congratulations to the winners.

The World’s Best Golf Destinations For 2019

Best Overall US Resorts (golf, lodging, dining, and activities)
American Club/Kohler, WI
Kiawah Island, SC
Pebble Beach, CA
Pinehurst, NC
Best Resorts for Golf
American Club/Kohler, WI
Bandon Dunes, OR
Pinehurst, NC
Streamsong, FL

Best Resorts for Golf in Caribbean/Bermuda 
Abaco Club, Bahamas
Cap Cana, Dominican Republic
Casa de Campo, Dominican Republic
PuntaCana Golf Resort, Dominican Republic

Best Home Bases for MLB Spring Training
Innisbrook (Blue Jays & Phillies, Dunedin/Clearwater, FL) 
PGA National Resort  (Cardinals & Marlins, Jupiter, FL) 
Talking Stick (Diamondbacks & Rockies, Scottsdale, AZ) 
The Wigwam (Indians & Reds, Goodyear, AZ) 

Best Resorts to Redeem Your Hilton Honors
Boulders Resort, AZ
Grand Wailea, HI
Hilton La Jolla Torrey Pines, CA
Hilton Lake Las Vegas, NV
Best Resorts with Golf and Gambling Too
French Lick Resort, IN
The Greenbrier, WV
MGM’s Aria and Shadow Creek, NV
Turning Stone, NY

Best Golf Towns in the UK/Ireland 
Dornoch, Scotland
Lahinch, Ireland
Portrush, Northern Ireland
St. Andrews, Scotland

Best Places to Work on Your Game This Winter
Bay Hill, FL
PGA Village, FL
PGA West Golf Academy, CA
Sea Island Golf Performance Center, GA

Four New Courses to Put on Your Radar Screen
Arcadia Bluffs South, MI
Mammoth Dunes, WI
Silvies Valley Ranch, OR
TPC Colorado, CO

Best Resorts for Girlfriend Getaways
Four Seasons Lanai, HI
Kiawah Island, SC
PGA National Resort, FL
Pine Needles/Mid Pines, NC

Best International One-Course Resorts
Cap Cana, Dominican Republic
Cape Kidnappers, New Zealand
Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge, Alberta
Trump Ireland Doonbeg, Ireland

Best U.S. Golf Destinations You’ve Not Yet Visited
The Broadmoor, CO
CordeValle, CA
The Homestead, VA
Ponte Vedra Inn and Club, FL

Best 36-Hole Day in North America
Cabot Links/Cabot Cliffs, Cape Breton Island, Canada
Pacific Dunes/Old Macdonald, OR 
Pasatiempo/Pebble Beach, CA 
Whistling Straits/River Course at Blackwolf Run, WI

Best TPC Courses You Can Play
TPC Danzante Bay, Mexico
TPC Old White, WV
TPC Sawgrass, FL
TPC Scottsdale, AZ

Best Private Club/Hotel Affiliations
Keswick Hall/Full Cry, VA
Leopard Creek/select Safari Lodges, South Africa
Lodge at Kukui’ula/Kukui’ula, HI
Wequassett Resort/Cape Cod National, MA

Best Budget Buddy-Trip Destinations
Myrtle Beach, SC
Northern Michigan, MI
RTJ Golf Trail, AL
Scottsdale in summer, AZ

Best Courses Near (But Not Part of) Top Resorts
The Bull at Pinehurst Farms/American Club-Kohler, WI
Desert Forest/The Boulders, AZ
Pasatiempo/Pebble Beach, CA
Tobacco Road/Pinehurst, NC

Most Anticipated Courses Not Yet Open
Coul Links, Scotland
Dumbarnie Links, Scotland
Pacific Gales, OR
Payne’s Valley at Big Cedar Lodge, MO
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Brad Klein / Notes From The Course Whisperer

Things I’ve Learned from Superintendents
Why do the greens get a light 

dusting of sand every few 
weeks? How come the fairways are  
mowed in a boring left half/right 
half manner rather than in a fancy 
checkerboard? And what’s with that 
big area of hay on the far side of the 
13th fairway? 

If I want to find out about a 
golf course, I first go to the 
superintendent. That’s how I cover 
majors—by walking and talking 
with the greenkeeper. It’s also 
how I find out about a course I’m 
evaluating or writing about. Course 
superintendents are the ones who 
live and breathe the grounds from 
sunup to sundown. They’re the ones 
whose careers depend on how well 
—or badly—the course is doing.

Golf pros can be helpful, of course. They interact on a regular 
basis with players who have been out on the layout. And if they 
are lucky enough to work at a facility where they can actually 
play the course regularly, their playing skill and training afford 
them particular insight into the intricacies of the playing field. 
But they’re not, by habit, trained for the task. It wouldn’t be 
your first inclination to ask a superintendent for advice about 
shaft flex or ball compression. Why, then, would you assume 
the golf pro is the expert on the golf course instead of the 
person who takes care of it for a living?

Of course, superintendents, unlike golf pros, seldom have 
direct contact with the public. Golf pros enjoy a structural 
advantage in terms of prestige and access because their office 
adjoins the first tee and 18th green. Greenkeepers are harder to 
find. Their office is usually in some barn-like structure at the 
other end of the property.

At Erin Hills, in Hartford, Wisconsin, for example, 
superintendent Zach Reineking could give you a lesson on 
fescue grass. He’s been at Erin Hills from the start and has been 
through construction and grow-in, three renovations, a U.S. 
Amateur and a U.S. Open. His office isn’t exactly central to the 
place; in order to find it you have to head way out to the 12th 
tee, then take a little side path for about another half a mile. 
Or, you could just take a different entrance off the main road 
and find yourself in the maintenance compound. Be careful 
where you park your car when visiting, because there’s all sorts 

of equipment flitting about and you might inadvertently block 
a delivery or get in the way of the operation.

It helps to call first rather than to just drop in, but even getting 
ahold of a greenkeeper by phone can be a tough task. At all too 
many courses, public and private, the greenkeeper isn’t even 
part of the main office phone tree. “For dining press 1, for the 
tennis shop, press 2, for bowling, press 3, and for the golf shop, 
press 4.” If you want to reach the superintendent by phone you 
often have to go separately through the operator or pro shop. 

When you do reach them, introduce yourself as someone who 
wants to learn about the golf course and ask them if you can 
pose a few questions. Keep it polite and make sure you listen. 
Nothing turns a professional course manager off more quickly 
(or shifts them faster into a defensive posture) than a golfer 
pretending to be an expert or expressing concern about divots, 
the position of rakes in bunkers, or the speed of greens. 

You’ll be surprised how informative a superintendent can be. If 
you sit back, practice patience and allow the superintendent to 
take you on a tour to show off the golf course, you’re likely to 
learn some things that evade most golfers.

The golf course is a complex structure—90 percent of what  
makes the place function is actually out of sight and below 
ground level. Vast subterranean networks have to click if 
the system up top with all its features is to work. Drainage. 
Irrigation pipe. Communications wiring. Root structure. 
Soil chemistry. Water quality. If any of that stuff misfires or is 

To learn about the features and characteristics of  a golf  course, ask the superintendent

BRADLEY S. KLEIN
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marginally off, the cumulative effect can be 
a slow erosion of turfgrass quality and the 
deterioration of playing conditions.

And then there are issues of labor and 
mechanical treatment of the golf course —
everything from mowers and the quality of 
the bed knives to fertilization programs, top 
dressing, herbicide applications and mowing 
patterns and water application.

The overwhelming majority of golfers have 
no idea what’s involved. But because they 
are fee-paying customers, many of them 
feel entitled to express their views. You’ll 
be a more influential golf consumer and get 
a better response to your concerns if you 
convert your raw opinions to something 
close to informed judgment. 

Architects get all the credit for a golf course. 
By my calculation, they get way too much. 
Once a course is set up and operating, 
responsibility for the day-to-day presentation falls to the 
superintendent. They’re the ones responsible for maintaining the 
intended strategy and for adjusting mowing lines and set up to 
showcase playability.

It’s so easy for that to go awry. Like letting a collar of rough expand 
around bunkers—enough to keep golf balls from rolling in. Or 
allowing the crew to cheat enough on morning mowing that 
greens start losing their perimeters and gradually, imperceptibly, 
start shrinking each year. An inch or two a month adds up very 
quickly, to the point where after a decade putting surfaces could 
easily become 10-15 percent smaller than they were originally.

One thing you learn from superintendents is that there has to be 
some slack in the system. A golf course cannot be fine-tuned to 
maximum “championship conditions” every day. The greens can 
only run at super-high speeds for a short stretch of time before 
standards have to be relaxed to give the surface time to recover. 
The weather has to be right. There can’t be too much sustained 
traffic from golfers, carts and caddies. 

There’s an old adage about a slick set of greens: the putting surfaces 
never looked so good until the day before they died. The point is you 
have to back off and give the blades of grass and the soil room to 
recover. 

You also can’t ask too much of golfers. If you get about 80 percent 
compliance on the repair of ball marks and divots you’re doing 
really well. Try to achieve more than that and you’re asking 
for trouble. Course managers who play the tough Marine and 
demand full compliance over unrepaired marks will generate a 
hostile, counterproductive response.

Finally, it helps to remember how far standards have evolved. 
Forty-one years ago, the USGA went all over the country taking 

readings with a prototype Stimp meter. Green speeds of 6 and 7 
were commonplace. Only Oakmont was an outlier—at an average 
of 9.5. Augusta National measured in the mid-7s; Pebble Beach 
was 7 feet, 1 inch; Pinehurst No. 2 was 6 feet, 10 inches.

We’ve come a long way since then. Give some credit to a little-
understood side of the golf industry. Visit and learn and come to 
appreciate what it takes to make a golf course function. You’ll play 
better because you’ll feel better about the quality of the places we 
have for too long taken for granted. 

The superintendent establishes the mowing policies on the golf  course

BRADLEY S. KLEIN

Golf Advisor Getaways in 2019  
Hosted by Matt Ginella and Brad Klein

Our colleagues at Golf Advisor Getaways are honing the lineup of 
guided, bucket-list-worthy trips we’re offering in 2019. Scottsdale 
in January is already fully booked, but you can still join us for 
rousing golf experiences later in the year at Streamsong (March 
31-April 2) in Central Florida , Baha Mar (July), just 10 minutes 
from the Nassau airport in the Bahamas, Turning Stone (August 
25-28) in Central New York, and Sandestin (September 19-22) 
in the Florida panhandle. Besides the great golf each offers, you’ll 
enjoy luxury accommodations, concierge service on the ground 
so you don’t have to worry about anything other than having fun, 
swag in the form of valuable golf packs, and great hosts. Matt 
Ginella, our globe-trotting Editor-at-Large, and Brad Klein, 
our Golf Architecture Editor and “Course Whisperer,” are your 
guides on these unique excursions. You’ll be able to pick their 
brains and share in their immense storehouse of golf knowledge 
and joy in golf travel. For specific details and inquires related 
to any of these one-of-a-kind getaways, visit golfadvisor.com/
getaways/ or call or email Chelsea Brummett at 407-516-874 
or Chelsea.Brummett@golfchannel.com. 
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SECRETS FROM THE WORLD OF GOLF TRAVEL

A Green Players Stadium Course 
Beckons This Winter at TPC 
Sawgrass 

The weather isn’t as balmy in Ponte 
Vedra Beach as it is in South Florida, 
but for the first time in years the Players 
Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass has 
lush green grass in winter instead of 
dormant Bermuda grass. That’s a boon for 
guests planning a visit this winter, and it 
is due to the PGA Tour’s new schedule. 
Now that the Players Championship 
again occupies a March slot on the PGA 
Tour calendar (March 14-17, 2019), the 
Tour needs the grass to be green for its 
ultimate showcase. To optimize the look 
and playing conditions, it overseeded 
Pete Dye’s Sawgrass masterpiece with rye 
grass at the end of October. The vibrant 
rye grass not only lends a much more 
aesthetically pleasing look to the course, 
it also makes for thicker and more penal 
rough and slighter faster greens

Of course, the decision to overseed 
necessarily alters the rhythms of the 
Players Stadium Course all throughout the 
year. Throughout the spring, the Bermuda 
grass will come back from dormancy 
and eventually become more dominant. 
That process should be complete by the 
end of May. To help ensure the turf is 
good in the summer and throughout the 
year, the Stadium Course will be closed 
from June 10 to July 7 for its primary 
aerification and maintenance work. The 
cycle of turf preparation for The Players 
Championship will repeat again with the 

overseeding shutdown from October 31 
to November 30. Alas, you won’t have to 
concern yourself with whether to play 
while the course is recovering—carts 
are always restricted to the paths on the 
Stadium Course.  

Finally, with this year’s switch of the 
Players Championship to March, the prep 
and setup for the tournament began on the 
playing field back in late September and 
early October. If you don’t like the look of 
the Stadium Course when construction 
is ongoing and it sports its stadium effect 
with grandstands and other additions to 
the grounds, the interval for you to make 
your visit is extremely narrow. Late July 
to late September is the only time all 
year when the Stadium Course is free of 
construction associated with The Players 
Championship. 

Peak green fee on the Stadium Course is 
$550. That includes cart and forecaddie, 
though a $25 minimum gratuity per 
person is required for the forecaddie. 
Walking is permissible with an upgrade 
to a full caddie. While not a “published” 
option, we have been successful in 
requesting two forecaddies and having 
them drive the carts while we walked 
(with a minimum gratuity of $50 per 
person).  The caddie rate is $110 plus a 
minimum $40 gratuity. Note that from 
June through August, the green fee drops 
to $400. During those months a special 
twilight rate of $250 is also available.

tpcsawgrass.com; 904-273-3430   

Kissing Tree Golf Club Opens in 
the Texas Hill Country

A brand new, publicly accessible golf 
course recently debuted just off I-35 
between San Antonio and Austin in the 
growing college town of San Marcos, 
home of Texas State University. Kissing 
Tree Golf Club is the centerpiece of a 
residential community geared towards 
the 55-&-over set. Gary Stephenson’s 
player-friendly 6,572-yard layout scores 
high marks for its elevated tees, Hill 
Country scenery and fun, short par 4s. 
The greens are receptive and open as front, 
as fewer than 30 bunkers dot the course. 
Turf conditions at this Troon-managed 
are mostly very good. Alas, several long 
drives between holes preclude walking. 

Kissing Tree’s golf clubhouse is a year or 
two from completion. In the meantime, 
players check in at a small counter in 
Independence Hall, the community’s 
social hub, where there’s a bar staffed by 
Troon employees. A food truck provides 
the only other F&B currently available. 

Kissing Tree compares favorably with 
other semi-private layouts in the Austin 
orbit. With green fees ranging from $49 
to $75, it provides good value and is one 
of the least pricey Troon facilities we’ve 
ever played. 

kissingtreegolfclub.com

Golf Kitchen Comes To Punta Mita, 
Mexico’s Premier Culinary Resort

Are you the sort of traveling golfer who 
seeks out destinations not only for the 
best courses you can play during the day 
but also the memorable courses served in 
clubhouse and resort dining rooms? If so, 
your mouth will water over Punta Mita 
Golf Kitchen, a four-day, three-night 
extravaganza that combines culinary 
events hosted by a gathering of top golf 
chefs and the chance to play in a two-day 
handicapped golf tournament on Punta 
Mita’s Bahia and Pacifico golf courses. The 
event takes place April 25-29. Participants 
will learn about the dining experiences at 

The Players Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass will now be green all year round

TPC SAWGRASS
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intriguing clubs all over the globe and taste 
the chefs’ favorite recipes at a variety of 
lunches, dinner, and galas. The host hotel 
for the event is the St. Regis Punta Mita 
Resort. For details, see the link below.

Golf Kitchen is the brainchild of the 
Australian culinary writer/photographer 
Diana DeLucia. She is the publisher of Golf 
Kitchen Magazine: The Culinary Magazine 
for the Private Golf Club and Resort 
Enthusiast. This quarterly publication 
grew from her Golf Kitchen Cookbook, a 
collection of recipes, photos, stories and 
interviews from 16 of the world’s most 
captivating clubs and destination resorts. 
Among the clubs and resorts featured in 
the book are Winged Foot, The Greenbrier, 
the K Club in Ireland, Kingston Heath 
in Australia, and Casa de Campo in the 
Dominican Republic.

The decision to bring Golf Kitchen to Punta 
Mita adds to Punta Mita’s luster as a unique 
travel golf and dining getaway. Located an 
hour up the coast of the Bahia de Banderas 
from Puerto Vallarta, this exclusive 
residential and luxury resort development 

has been courting 
gourmet golfers for 
years. One of the 
annual highlights 
on the Punta Mita 
calendar is the Punta 
Mita Gourmet and 
Golf event in late 
November or early 
December. Each 
year more than 20 
celebrated guest chefs 
and winemakers 
come to town for a 
festival that enables 
participants to 
revel in local and 
international cuisine, wine, and tequila as 
well as Punta Mita’s memorable golf courses. 
All of Punta Mita’s hotels participate in this 
event. Be advised rooms fill up fast, so if 
either of these culinary golf gatherings 
captures your fancy, make your plans soon.  

golfkitchen.com 
golfkitchenpuntamita.com 
puntamitagourmetandgolf.com

The Emerald Gems of Ireland 
Larry Lambrecht’s 2019 Calendar

If you’ve been a GOLF ODYSSEY subscriber 
for any length of time, you are likely familiar 
with the photographs of Larry Lambrecht. 
For some 25 years, Larry has been traveling 
the world and capturing gorgeous images 
of notable golf courses in just the right 
light. Many of those shots have graced our 
issues. By special arrangement, Larry is 
offering GOLF ODYSSEY subscribers his 
2019 Emerald Gems calendar featuring the 
great links of Ireland and Northern Ireland 
for just $16, compared to the $21 rate others 
pay for the calendar and shipping. Among 
the courses covered are Ballybunion, Old 
Head, Waterville, Tralee, Royal Country 
Down, and Royal Portrush, site of this 
year’s Open Championship. To place your 
order, please visit the link below. 

https://www.golfstock.net/thumbs-
popup-23.html?id=3158889

 
Tale of the Whale, the signature island par 3 on Pacifico in Punta Mita, is a thrill ride

COURTESY OF PUNTA MITA RESORT

Larry Lambrecht’s 2019 Emerald Gems calendar is now available

LARRY LAMBRECHT


